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Synopsis

Winner, Sara A. Whaley Book Prize, National Women’s Studies Association, 2017Millions of
Egyptian men, women, and children first experienced industrial work, urban life, and the transition
from peasant-based and handcraft cultures to factory organization and hierarchy in the years
between the two world wars. Their struggles to live in new places, inhabit new customs, and
establish and abide by new urban norms and moral and gender orders underlie the story of the
making of modern urban lifed "a story that has not been previously told from the perspective of
Egypta ™s working class.Reconstructing the ordinary urban experiences of workers in al-Mahalla
al-Kubra, home of the largest and most successful Egyptian textile factory, Industrial Sexuality
investigates how the industrial urbanization of Egypt transformed masculine and feminine identities,
sexualities, and public morality. Basing her account on archival sources that no researcher has
previously used, Hanan Hammad describes how coercive industrial organization and hierarchy
concentrated thousands of men, women, and children at work and at home under the authority of
unfamiliar men, thus intensifying sexual harassment, child molestation, prostitution, and public
exposure of private heterosexual and homosexual relationships. By juxtaposing these social
experiences of daily life with national modernist discourses, Hammad demonstrates that ordinary
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industrial workers, handloom weavers, street vendors, lower-class landladies, and prostitutesa "no

A

less than the middle and upper classesa "played a key role in shaping the Egyptian experience of

modernity.

Book Information

Paperback: 299 pages

Publisher: University of Texas Press (November 29, 2016)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 147731072X

ISBN-13: 978-1477310724

Product Dimensions: 6 x 1 x 9 inches

Shipping Weight: 14.9 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: Be the first to review this item

Best Sellers Rank: #281,313 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #102 inA Books > History > Africa >
Egypt #123inA Books > Gay & Lesbian > History #774 inA Books > Politics & Social Sciences >

Social Sciences > Gender Studies > General

Customer Reviews



"Industrial Sexuality is a brilliant and highly original social history of modern Egypt. Hammad brings
together Egyptian industrial workers, rural migrants, poor urban landladies, prostitutes, and elite
factory owners to demonstrate complex social transformations in daily life, paying particular
attention to struggles surrounding gender and sexuality, class and communal identities." (Omnia El
Shakry, University of California at Davis, author of The Great Social Laboratory: Subjects of
Knowledge in Colonial and Postcolonial Egypt)"With the publication of Industrial Sexuality, Hanan
Hammad secures a leading place among North Americad ™s social historians of modern Egypt. |
find the book simply breathtaking, and | can think of literally no other text on Egyptian history that
provides the richly textured, ground-level account of the social dynamics of a provincial city that
Industrial Sexuality provides." (Paul Sedra, Associate Professor of History, Simon Fraser
University)"Hammada ™s book is a beautiful microhistory of a place, one of the best histories of
labor | have ever read, and also a wonderful exemplar of gender history." (Liat Kozma, Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, author of Policing Egyptian Women: Sex, Law, and Medicine in Egypt

18504 “1882)

Hanan Hammad is an associate professor of the Middle East and Islamic world at Texas Christian
University.
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